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Solar for All

Net Metering
Changes in lllinois

Frequently Asked Questions for Participants
1.WHAT IS NET METERING?

Net metering credits you for the electricity that your solar project sends to the utility
electric grid. If your solar project generates more electricity than you use, the excess
electricity flows to the grid and you will receive a credit on your bill for that electricity.

Rural electric cooperatives and municipal electric utilities may limit access to net
metering or may offer a different approach for crediting customers for electricity that is
sent to the grid.

2. WHAT CHANGES ARE COMING TO NET METERING IN ILLINOIS?
WHEN CAN THESE CHANGES BE EXPECTED?

Net metering policies and rates for ComEd, Ameren, and MidAmerican distributed
generation (on-site) residential and small commercial solar customers are changing. Full
retail rate net metering will no longer be available to residential and small commercial
customers net metering customers interconnecting new renewable energy systems after
December 31, 2024.

Your utility will “net out” the electricity that your project sends to the grid against the
electricity that you pull from the grid. For example, if your solar project sends 400 kWh
of extra electricity to the grid, and you use 500 kWh of electricity from the grid, your net
usage would be 100 kWh. You will then only pay supply and transmission charges for
that net usage.

With supply-only net metering, electric delivery charges are no longer included in net
metering. This means that customers will pay delivery charges for the entire amount of
electricity that they pull from the grid, regardless of how much electricity they send
back to the grid. With the above example, you would pay supply and transmission
charges for 100 kWh, but you would pay delivery charges for the full 500 kWh pulled
from the grid. Your electric bill will also include non-volumetric (not based on kWh used)
customer charges and fees.
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Customers that have systems installed that are already receiving full retail rate net
metering will continue to receive full retail rate net metering for the life of their system,
or unless the solar project is modified so extensively that it requires a new
interconnection agreement (in ComEd territory) or doubles the nameplate capacity of
the project (in Ameren territory).

3.WHEN WILL NET METERING CHANGES TAKE PLACE?

Under lllinois law, customers beginning net metering service on or after January 1, 2025,
will receive net metering just for supply charges, rather than the full retail rate net
metering. The Agency understands that, as a result, ComEd will require customers to
submit a certificate of completion by December 13, 2024, to be assured full retail rate
net metering and that Ameren will require customers to submit the Witness Test
Request by December 13, 2024, to be assured full retail rate net metering. If the
submissions are incomplete or have errors, or if they are submitted after 5 p.m. on
December 13, 2024, but before January 1, 2025, the utilities may or may not be able to
review and approve net metering before the January 1 deadline. MidAmerican requires
that a completed net metering application be submitted prior to January 1, 2025, for the
solar project to receive full retail rate net metering.

4. HOW DO I KNOW IF I HAVE FULL RETAIL RATE NET
METERING?

Residential and small commercial customers interconnected to Ameren or ComEd prior
to January 1, 2025, who did not request a Distributed Generation Rebate from the utility
will continue to have full retail net metering for the life of the system unless material
modifications are made. Residential and small commercial customers in MidAmerican
territory who submit a net metering application prior to January 1, 2025, will receive full
retail rate net metering. If you are unable to determine if you are receiving full retail
rate net metering, you may want to check with your utility.

5.IF I DECIDE TO PURCHASE MY LEASED OR PPA DISTRIBUTED
GENERATION SYSTEM, WILL I BENEFIT FROM FULL RETAIL
RATE NET METERING?

If the system has been receiving full retail rate net metering prior to January 1, 2025, it
will continue to receive full retail rate net metering even if ownership of the project
changes.

6.IS MY NET METERING RATE AFFECTED IF I MAKE CHANGES TO
MY SYSTEM, LIKE ADDING MORE PANELS?

If your system is enrolled in the legacy full retail rate net metering, meaning it was
interconnected prior to January 1, 2025, and you did not request a DG (also called
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“Smart Inverter”) rebate with the utility, the net metering rate will change if the system
is modified under the following circumstances:

e For ComEd, changes to the system that requires a new interconnection application
e For Ameren, an increase to the system’s nameplate capacity of more than 100%

7. WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE FULL RETAIL NET
METERING RATE AND THE NEW NET METERING RATE?

Customers enrolled in net metering on or after January 1, 2025, will only receive supply
credits, meaning that customers whose systems send excess energy to the grid will be
compensated at a lower rate per kilowatt-hour than those already enrolled in net
metering.

8.WILL THE NET METERING CHANGES AFFECT THE AMOUNT OF
SAVINGS I SEE FROM THE INSTALLATION OF SOLAR AT MY
HOME OR BUSINESS?

If your system was fully interconnected and receiving full retail rate net metering prior
to December 31, 2024, and did not receive a Distributed Generation or Smart Inverter
rebate from the utility, the amount of savings will not be affected unless material
changes are made to the system.

Customers whose project is approved for net metering after December 31, 2024, will be
enrolled to the new net metering rates and will only receive supply credits.

9.HOW WILL THE ILLINOIS SOLAR FOR ALL MINIMUM SAVINGS
REQUIREMENTS AND PARTICIPANT SAVINGS CALCULATIONS OF
PROJECTS BE IMPACTED BY THESE COMING RATE CHANGES?

The IPA is currently researching how savings can be modeled under the new net
metering structure and has surveyed stakeholders for proposals on how to adjust the
assumed value of electricity generation under the new metering structure. The Agency
plans to update the ILSFA Disclosure Forms to provide an estimate of the generation
value for projects receiving supply-only net metering. The Agency expects to release
proposed program updates for stakeholder feedback later in 2024 and those updates
will include how the IPA proposes to incorporate the upcoming net metering rate
changes into ILSFA savings calculations. The Agency also notes that ComEd and Ameren
will be implementing low-income discounted electric utility rates in 2025 and how those
discounts are implemented may impact the value proposition of going solar. The Agency
will consider additional Program updates on savings requirements for ILSFA as more
information about the implementation of the low-income discount rates becomes
available. Further updates on this process will be released through ILSFA stakeholder
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notifications as implementation details coming rate changes become available. You can
sign up to receive ILSFA program updates on the ILSFA website.

10. WHERE CAN MORE INFORMATION FROM EACH UTILITY ON NET
METERING CHANGES BE FOUND?

e ComkEd:
o General Net Metering Information
o Changes to Net Metering
e Ameren:
o General Net Metering Information
e MidAmerican:
o General Net Metering Information
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https://www.illinoissfa.com/stay-updated/
https://www.comed.com/smart-energy/my-green-power-connection/developers-contractors/net-metering
https://azure-na-assets.contentstack.com/v3/assets/blt3ebb3fed6084be2a/blt81f54d30b184ae59/66630a42613ade000a0858cd/ComEd_2025-Changes-To-NetMetering.pdf
https://www.ameren.com/illinois/residential/supply-choice/renewables/net-metering
https://www.midamericanenergy.com/customer-interconnection#IllinoisApp
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