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T h i s  g u i d e  p r o v i d e s  A p p r o v e d  V e n d o r s  w i t h  v i s u a l  e x a m p l e s  o f  

p h o t o s  t h a t  e x e m p l i f y  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  e x p e c t e d  f r o m  p h o t o  

d o c u m e n t a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  P a r t  I  a n d  P a r t  I I  p r o j e c t  

a p p r o v a l  p r o c e s s e s .  A p p r o v e d  V e n d o r  M a n a g e r s  r e v i e w  p h o t o s  t o  

u n d e r s t a n d  e x i s t i n g  s i t e  c o n d i t i o n s  b e f o r e  t h e  p h o t o v o l t a i c  ( P V )  

s y s t e m  i s  i n s t a l l e d  d u r i n g  t h e  P a r t  I  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  a n d  t o  s e e  

i n s t a l l e d  e q u i p m e n t  p o s t - i n s t a l l a t i o n  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  P a r t  I I  

a p p l i c a t i o n .  S i n c e  t h e  A p p r o v e d  V e n d o r  M a n a g e r  i s  n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  

t h e  s i t e  a s s e s s m e n t  o r  s y s t e m  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  s i t e  p h o t o s  h e l p  

d e m o n s t r a t e  r o o f  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  e l e c t r i c a l  s y s t e m  

c o n d i t i o n ,  s h a d i n g  i m p a c t s ,  a v a i l a b l e  a r e a ,  a n d  t o  v e r i f y  i n s t a l l e d  

e q u i p m e n t .  T h e r e  a r e  t i m e s  w h e n  p h o t o s  o u t s i d e  o f  t h o s e  l i s t e d  

w i t h i n  t h i s  g u i d e  t o  v e r i f y  P a r t  I I  S u b m i t t e d  s i t e  p l a n  o r  o n e  l i n e .  

Introduction

C l e a r ,  w e l l - l i t ,  a n d  c o m p o s e d  p h o t o s  c a n  e x p e d i t e  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  

r e v i e w  p r o c e s s ,  w h i l e  b l u r r y ,  i n c o m p l e t e  p h o t o  s e t s  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  

r e q u e s t s  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  p h o t o s ,  p r o l o n g i n g  t h e  r e v i e w  p r o c e s s .  

A e r i a l  p h o t o s  a r e  h e l p f u l  a s  t h e y  p r o v i d e  a  p a n o r a m i c  v i e w ,  

a l l o w i n g  t h e  r e v i e w e r  t o  s e e  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s i t e  l o c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  

s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .  

C l o s e - u p  p h o t o s  o f  c o m p o n e n t s  a n d  t h e i r  l a b e l i n g  s h o u l d  b e  

l e g i b l e .  T a k e  t i m e  t o  c o m p o s e  a  q u a l i t y  i m a g e  a n d  r e v i e w  i t  o n s i t e  

a s  t h i s  r e d u c e s  t h e  n e e d  t o  r e t a k e  p h o t o s .  P l e a s e  r e a c h  o u t  t o  

y o u r  V e n d o r  M a n a g e r  w i t h  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  I L S F A  p r o j e c t  

p h o t o  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  
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- OPTIONAL SECTION 
LABEL: DELETE IF NOT 
NEEDED

Part I

Site Assessment
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As part of the Site Suitability submission, photos are to be submitted of the overall 
roof condition. As shown here, Aerial shots of the location are ideal, capturing the 
entirety of the proposed location. Should you be unable to submit aerial photos, 
submit photos showing all sites. 

Part I Site Suitability: Roof Condition

Pitched Roof Flat Roof
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Photos showing interior roof components are submitted to ensure the integrity of the 
roof prior to installation. See the Structural Assessment section of the Site Suitability 
Guidelines for more information regarding these photos. 

Part I Site Suitability: Interior Roof Components
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For Ground Mount systems, submit photos showing the conditions of the site to be 
utilized for ground mount installation. See the Ground–Mount Siting Assessment 
section of the Site Suitability for more details.

Part I Site Suitability: Ground Condition
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Photos showing the condition of the electrical panel at a Residential Solar (Small) 
location and Non-Profit Facility. It is important to show multiple photos. One with the 
Main Service Panel cover on and visible and another with the cover removed exposing 
the service and branch wiring. See the Electrical Assessment section of the Site 
Suitability Guidelines.

Part I Site Suitability: Electrical System
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Area Clear of Obstruction: Photos showing the condition of the area surrounding 
the electrical panels. It is important to show multiple photos. Additional work to 
ensure a clear work area should be noted as part of the site’s suitability. 

Part I Site Suitability: Space and Accessibility 
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P h o t o  s h o w i n g  p r o p o s e d  a r r a y  l o c a t i o n  
f o r  a  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  r e s i d e n c e .  T h i s  o n e  
a e r i a l  p h o t o  w o u l d  s a t i s f y  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  w h e n  m u l t i p l e  a r r a y s  a r e  
p l a c e d  o n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n a l  
f a c i n g  p i t c h e s  o f  t h e  r o o f .  H o w e v e r ,  
p h o t o s  t a k e n  f r o m  6 '  a b o v e  t h e  r o o f  
w i l l  n o t  c a p t u r e  a l l  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
a r r a y s ,  i n  w h i c h  c a s e  m u l t i p l e  p h o t o s  
w i l l  n e e d  t o  b e  p r e s e n t e d .

Part I Site Suitability: Shading

P h o t o  s h o w i n g  p o t e n t i a l  o b s t r u c t i o n s .  
T h i s  p h o t o  a t t e m p t s  t o  s h o w  t h e  
i m p a c t  o f  t h e  t w o  l a r g e  t r e e s  t o  t h e  
s o u t h  o f  t h e  a r r a y  l o c a t i o n .  T h i s  
s h a d i n g  c a n  i n f l u e n c e  R E C  q u a n t i t y  
a n d  i n c e n t i v e  a m o u n t s  a n d  c o u l d  
j u s t i f y  a l t e r n a t i v e  d e s i g n  m e t h o d s .

P h o t o  s h o w i n g  p r o p o s e d  a r r a y  l o c a t i o n  
f o r  a  N o n p r o f i t  p r o j e c t .  W h i l e  n o t  a n  
a e r i a l  p h o t o ,  t h i s ,  t o o ,  w o u l d  s a t i s f y  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  a s  t h e  m u l t i p l e  a r r a y s  
a r e  b e i n g  i n s t a l l e d  o n  t h e  t w o  r o o f  
f a c e s  s h o w n  h e r e .

P h o t o  s h o w i n g  p o t e n t i a l  o b s t r u c t i o n s  
t o  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a r r a y  i n  t h e  H V A C  
u n i t s  o n  t h e  r o o f  o f  t h i s  b u i l d i n g .  
T h e s e  i t e m s  a r e  v e r i f i e d  i n  t h e  
p r o j e c t ’ s  s u b m i t t e d  S y s t e m  D e s i g n .
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Part II

Site Inspection
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S t r i n g  I n v e r te r :  P h o t o  s h o w i n g  S t r i n g  I n v e r te r  

i n f o r m a t i o n  l a b e l  w i t h  t h e  m o d e l  n u m b e r  s h o w n .

Part II Photos: Inverter - DC Inverters and Combiner Boxes

12

D C  D i s c o n n e c t :  P h o t o  s h o w i n g  w i r i n g  i n s i d e  o f  

D C  D i s c o n n e c t  e n c l o s u re  ( w i t h i n  i n v e r t e r  o r  

i s o l a t e d ) .

D C  C o m b i n e r  B ox :  P h o t o  s h o w i n g  w i r i n g  i n s i d e  o f  

D C  C o m b i n e r  B ox .

A C  C o m b i n e r  B ox :  P h o t o  s h o w i n g  w i r i n g  i n s i d e  o f  

A C  C o m b i n e r  B ox .
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Panel level Devices: Photos showing panel-level micro-inverter, optimizer, or Rapid 
Shut Down device label with model number shown. Multiple photos may be necessary 
to capture both the information label and model number as depicted for the Enphase 
device. 

Part II Photos: Inverter - Panel Level Devices
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Revenue Grade Meter:  Photo showing cumulat ive 
l i fet ime meter reading of  Revenue Grade Meters 
instal led by Approved Vendor.  

Part II Photos: Metering

Metering:  When Revenue Grade Meter is  unavai lable,  
a  photo showing the cumulat ive production from a 
monitoring platform wi l l  be accepted as an 
alternative.  For val idat ion,  this  photo should also 
include site information.
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Project:  Photo showing instal led modules.  
Aerial  photos wi l l  sat isfy requirements when 
place on a bui lding with mult iple arrays placed 
on different direct ional  facing pitches.   When 
aerial  photos are not avai lable a photo of  each 
array must be submitted.

Part II Photos: Modules

Module Information:  Photo must show module 
label  with model  number matching submitted 
f inal  as-bui lt ,  s ingle l ine and Part  I I  Submitted.  
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Grounding and Exposed Wire Management: Photo showing panel frame is 
grounded and bonded. Photos submitted demonstrating proper wiring securing 
methods. An interior and exterior photo of installed junction boxes is also 
needed if installed. 

Part II Photos: General Electrical - Grounding and  Exposed Wire Management
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Labeling: Photos showing clear and accurate labeling is present as necessary on 
inverters, disconnects, conduit, Main Service Panel, and other electronics. As part of 
the review, additional labeling photos may be requested as part of the system review.

Part II Photos: General Electrical – Safety Labeling
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Fuses and Disconnect Interior: Vendor submitted photos showing the interior and exterior of  the 
disconnect with clear photos of fuse ratings and labeling on the exterior. For al l  projects,  a photo 
may be requested for instal led equipment such as transformers, Non-integrated Rapid Shut Down 
Devices, or other electronics shown on the Single Line Diagram.

Part II Photos: Other Electronics - Disconnects, Fuses
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Point of Interconnection: A photo must be submitted showing the method of 
interconnection.

Part II Photos: Point of Interconnection

Load Side connection: photo showing the 
wiring connection of the PV system through a 
UL l isted and properly rated back-fed breaker 
in the main service panel.  

Supply Side: a photo showing a properly 
rated, UL l isted tap was performed for the 
connection to the switch board or main 
service panel.  
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M o u n t i n g  S y s te m  A n c h o r i n g :  P h o t o  s h o w i n g  t h e  f l a s h i n g  

t e c h n i q u e s  u t i l i ze d  f o r  a p p l i c a b l e  a n g l e d  ro o f  p ro j e c t s .

Part II Photos: Mounting and General Structure – Roof Mounted Solar

M o u n t i n g  S y s te m  A n c h o r i n g :  P h o t o  s h o w i n g  f l a s h i n g  

t e c h n i q u e s  u t i l i ze d  f o r  a p p l i c a b l e  f l a t  ro o f  p ro j e c t s .

T i l t  A n g l e :  P h o t o  s h o w i n g  t h e  a n g l e  u t i l i ze d  f o r  a p p l i ca b l e  

f l a t  ro o f  p ro j e c t s .  T h i s  a n g l e  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  a l l  

s u b m i t t e d  p ro j e c t  d e s i g n  d o c u m e n ta t i o n .

M o u n t i n g  S y s te m  A n c h o r i n g :  B e f o re  m o d u l e s  a r e  p l a c e d  a  

p h o t o  s h o w i n g  t h e  m o u n t i n g  sy s t e m s  a n c h o r i n g  t e c h n i q u e  

u t i l i ze d  f o r  a p p l i c a b l e  ro o f  m o u n t e d  p ro j e c t s  m u s t  b e  c a p t u re d .
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Photo showing the angle uti l ized for 
applicable ground mounted project.  This  
angle should be consistent with al l  submitted 
project design documentation.

Part II Photos: Mounting and General Structure – Mounting Structure and Tilt

Mounting System Anchoring: Before modules 
are placed, a photo showing the ground 
penetration techniques uti l ized for applicable 
ground mounted projects must be captured.



I L L I N O I S  S O L A R  F O R  A L L 22

Obstructed Array Sections: Submit photos if shading is present of obstructions such as 
trees, chimneys, HVAC or other such items. If no shading is present, no additional 
photos are needed outside of general structure photos.

Part II Photos: Shading
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